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DIOEST: 

Where the protester received a portion of 
the awardee's technical proposal i n  
response to a Freedom of Information Act 
reauest but filed its protest based on 
factual errors alleqedly found in that 
portion more than 10 workinq days after 
such receipt, the protest is untimely 
filed. 

Deuel and Associates, lnc. (Deuel), protests the 
award of a contract to Bendix Field Enqineerinq 
Corporation (Bendix) under request for proposals (RFP) 
NO. 4 0 5 6  issued by the Department of the Interior. The 
RFP was for services in hostinq a Chinese scientific 
deleqation attendinq traininq an Albuauerque, New Mexico. 
Deuel contends that there were "major errors of fact" in 
Bendixls technical proposal with reqard to restaurants, 
cultural activities, and sports in the Albuquerque area. 

The protest is untimely. The record shows that the 
latest the basis for protest was known or should have been 
known was when Interior responded to Peuel's Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) request seekins Rendix's technical 
proposal, followinq a debriefinq at which Deul was 
informed that its proposal was found technically 
acceptable but that award had been made to Rendix based on 
a hiqher technical score and lower evaluated cost. Our 
Bid Protest Procedures, 4 C.F.R. 5 21.2 ( 1 9 8 4 ) ,  require 
protests to be filed within I O  workinq days after the 
basis for them is known or should have been known. neuel 
did n o t  protest to our Office until 14 working days after 
receipt of the F O I A  documents. 

Tn any event, we find nothinq in the alleged factual 
errors in Rendix's technical proposal which would call 
into question Interior's technical evaluation. The 
determination of the relative merits of a proposal is 
primarily a matter of administrative discretion. General 
Management Systems, Tnc., B-214246, Sept. 20, 7984,  84-2 
C.P.D. S 3 5 1 .  In light of this, procuring officials enjoy 
a reasonable deqree of discretion in the evaluation of 
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proposals a n d  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n s  c ill  n o t  be d i s t i  rbed I n l e s s  
s h o w n  t o  be a r b i t r a r y  or i n  v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  p r o c u r e m e n t  
laws a n d  r e q u l a t i o n s .  - Td. 

T h e  RFP provided  t h a t  t h e  o f f e r o r s '  t e c h n i c a l  
proposals w o u l d  be e v a l u a t e d  i n  t h e  areas  of approach t o  
t h e  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  of t h e  w o r k ,  c u r r e n t  a n d  p r e v i o u s  
o r q a n i z a t i o n a l  a u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  t v p e  of work  
r e a u i r e d  by t h e  RFP, a n d  proposed p l a n s  fo r  h o u s i n q  a n d  
e n t e r t a i n i n q  t h e  C h i n e s e  d e l e q a t i o n .  O f  t h e s e  e v a l u a t i o n  
a r eas ,  approach to  the w o r k  was t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  u n d e r  
t h e  terms of t h e  R F P .  I n  e v a l u a t i n q  R e n d i x l s  t e c h n i c a l  
proposal,  t h e  record s h o w s  t h a t  I n t e r i o r  f o u n d  t h a t  R e n d i x  
had a v e r y  qood u n d e r s t a n d i n q  of t h e  RFP's r e a u i r e m e n t s  
a n d  a " s o u n d  a n d  complete approach."  As t o  t h e  f a c t u a l  
e r rors  a l l e g e d  by n e u e l ,  t h e  record s h o w s  t h a t  t h e y  r e l a t e  
t o  t h e  l e a s t  i m p o r t a n t  FFP e v a l u a t i o n  c r i t e r i a  of proposed 
p l a n s  f o r  h o u s i n q  a n d  e n t e r t a i n i n q  t h e  C h i n e s e  d e l e q a t i o n  
a n d  t h a t  a n y  errors B e n d i x  may h a v e  made i n  l i s t i n q  
r e s t a u r a n t s  a n d  sports a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  A l b u a u e r a u e  area 
were n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  s e r i o u s  by I n t e r i o r .  T h e  record a l so  
r evea l s  t h a t  I n t e r i o r  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  c o o r d i n a t o r  
R e n d i x  i n t e n d e d  t o  u s e  had l i v e d  i n  t h e  9 l b u Q u e r q u e  area 
f o r  t h e  p a s t  10  yea r s  a n d  w o u l d  t h u s  be capab le  of 
s u c l q e s t i n q  a p p r o p r i a t e  places  f o r  a c t i v i t i e s  l i k e  
s i q h t s e e i n q  a n d  e a t i n q .  

We d i s m i s s  n e u e l ' s  p ro t e s t .  
/--- 




